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Today’s Gospel Story 

is from
L
u

k
e
 1

2
:1

3
-2

1

C
harlie w

as thrilled. H
e’d just been given a

bag of m
arbles. H

e spent all w
eekend playing

w
ith his m

arbles and discovered he had w
hat

his father called “an eye.” O
n M

onday m
orn-

ing C
harlie began to challenge other m

arble
ow

ners in the playground. H
e began to w

in
and collected a m

arble from
 each loser. 

C
harlie spent the evening sorting his m

ar-
bles. H

e put his favorite m
arbles in a box in

his bedroom
, and just kept a few

 to use the
next day. 

A
t school he found he could w

in every
m

atch. H
e also found he couldn’t think of

anything else. 
B

y the end of the w
eek, C

harlie had so
m

any m
arbles he couldn’t count them

 all, and
he becam

e fam
ous as the M

arble K
ing. 

B
ut because C

harlie had w
on nearly all the

m
arbles ow

ned by other children, there w
as

no one left to play w
ith him

. “G
ive us a few

of yours,” begged D
avid, his best friend. B

ut
C

harlie shook his head. H
e’d w

on the m
arbles

fairly, and he w
asn’t about to give them

 aw
ay. 

C
harlie approached different groups of

children, but it w
as alw

ays the sam
e story.

“Sorry, C
harlie, w

e don’t have any m
arbles

left.” A
nd as suddenly as it had com

e, the
m

arble craze w
as over. C

harlie noticed all the
other children w

ere already collecting and
trading little plastic figures from

 cereal boxes.

N
ext m

orning C
harlie took a plastic Spice

G
irl into school. “W

ho w
ants to trade w

ith
m

e?” he shouted. 
B

ut all the children turned aw
ay. C

harlie
w

as left all by him
self. N

obody w
anted to

play w
ith him

. A
nd w

hen they had a test that
afternoon in class, C

harlie discovered he
knew

 nothing. H
e’d been so w

rapped up in
his m

arbles, he hadn’t learned a thing in the
last tw

o w
eeks. 

C
harlie w

as m
iserable. H

e had boxes and
boxes of beautiful m

arbles, he w
as still the

M
arble K

ing, but m
arbles w

ere useless w
ith-

out friends. H
e realized that people, especially

friends, are m
ore im

portant than things, even
m

arbles.
The next day, C

harlie poured out all his
m

arbles on the playground. “Take them
,” he

cried. “They’re free.”
A

nd w
ith that, he felt free him

self. A
nd hap-

pily, before long, his friendships w
ere re-estab-

lished and Charlie w
as content once m

ore.

Q
uestions

In the story, w
hat did C

harlie find w
as

even m
ore im

portant than m
arbles?

W
hy don’t possessions bring us hap-

piness?

The M
arble King

K
ey W

ord: Treasures

K
ey Verse: A

nd he said to them
, “Take care! B

e on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Luke 12:15
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U
nscram

ble each w
ord from

 today’s G
ospel story, Luke 12:13-21. Then place the

num
bered letters in the boxes at the bottom

 for a special m
essage from

 the lesson.
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Place one letter from
 each colum

n into the spaces above to rebuild the w
ords.

The phrase is a verse in today’s G
ospel story. O

ne colum
n has been done for you!
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D

B
elow

 are tw
o draw

ings. There are 10 differences in these draw
ings. H

ow
 m

any can
you find? C

ircle the differences in each draw
ing then check the answ

ers on the back.
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