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Today’s Gospel Story
is from

M
a

rk
 1

:4
-11

B
8

The M
om

ent O
f Truth

K
ey W

ord: R
epentance

K
ey Verse: I have baptized you w

ith w
ater; but he w

ill baptize you w
ith the

H
oly S

pirit. M
ark 1:8

I’d never m
et m

y cousin John, but
I’d heard plenty about him

 from
 m

y
m

other. S
he w

as very fond of his par-
ents E

lizabeth and Z
echariah, but w

e
lived far apart. John w

as an only
child. H

is parents w
ere quite old w

hen
he w

as born, so he w
as the center of

their lives. T
hen he got religious and

disappeared into the desert for years.
W

hen he cam
e out of the desert, full

of zeal for G
od, w

e thought he m
ust

have been training for his new
 life. I

heard about his exciting, new
 preach-

ing and his strange, sym
bolic baptism

—
 pushing people right under the sur-

face of the Jordan to sym
bolize w

ash-
ing aw

ay their sins —
 and I felt an

unusual w
arm

th tow
ard him

. I knew
 I

had to get to see him
. 

M
y m

other w
as angry. S

he alw
ays

overprotected m
e, but I w

as a grow
n

m
an now

, and she knew
 she could not

keep m
e aw

ay from
 John. T

he nearer I
got, the crow

ds grew
. T

hey loved him
.

H
e w

as such a fiery preacher. H
e

rem
inded m

e of w
hat the old prophets

w
ere like. H

e roared at the crow
ds,

alm
ost threatening them

 to turn back
to G

od. T
hey w

ent dow
n to be dunked

under the w
ater and em

erge into a
new

, better life.

“A
re you the M

essiah?” som
eone

shouted, but John shook his head.
“N

ot m
e,” he declared. “T

here’s
som

eone com
ing after m

e w
hose san-

dals I’m
 unw

orthy to even touch 
—

 the M
essiah.” It felt like he w

as
looking straight at m

e w
hen he said it!

I couldn’t hold back. A
n outside force

w
as urging m

e to receive John’s bap-
tism

. A
lm

ost before I knew
 it I found

m
yself in the Jordan, staring into

John’s eyes. H
e placed one hand on

m
y head and one on m

y shoulder and
said, “I baptize you in the nam

e of
G

od!” T
hen, before I had tim

e to take
breath, I w

as under the w
ater. It felt

like there w
as a huge light from

 heav-
en pouring into m

e. W
hen I looked

up, I could see a dove in the sky just
above m

e, and a loud voice thunder-
ing, “Y

ou are m
y beloved son. I’m

w
ell pleased w

ith you.”
T

hank G
od for John and his fear-

less preaching and his baptism
! W

hat
a m

om
ent of truth that w

as for m
e!

W
ithout that, perhaps I w

ouldn’t be
here now

.

Q
uestions

W
ho do you think is telling this

story? W
hy?

W
hat happened after

John baptized
Jesus?
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 are 12 w
ords from

 today’s G
ospel story, but the letters are all scram

bled.
U

nscram
ble each w

ord and w
rite it on the blank to the right.

C
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T

he sentences below
 are from

 today’s G
ospel story, but they are not com

plete.
C

hoose the right w
ord, or w

ords, from
 the three choices and finish the sentence.
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P
lace one letter of the alphabet in the blank space to m

ake a w
ord from

 today’s
G

ospel story. W
ords are at least 5 letters long. U

se each alphabet letter only
once. W

e have included an alphabet chart to m
ark off the letters as you use

them
. Tw

o have already been done for you.
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John w
as clothed w

ith ________________ _______________. (vs. 1:6)
K

ing’s robe
cam

el’s hair
sheep’s w

ool

John said that he baptized w
ith ________________________. (vs. 1:8)

zeal
prayer

w
ater

John said that Jesus w
ould baptize w

ith the ___________ __________.
heaven’s fire

H
oly S

pirit
K

ing’s pow
er

T
he S

pirit descended like a __________________________. (vs. 1:10)
light

voice
dove

T
hen a voice cam

e from
 _____________________________. (vs. 1:10)

dove
heaven

Jesus

(vs. 1:8)
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