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A
fter Grandm

a D
ied

K
ey W

ord: G
lory

K
ey Verse: Jesus said to her, “D

id I not tell you that if you believed, you w
ould see the

glory of G
od?” John 11:40

O
ne day, the pastor cam

e to visit.
A

nita answ
ered the door. S

ince
G

randm
a had died, A

nita w
as angry.

A
nita said, “I hate G

od.” T
he pastor

sm
iled a little and said, “M

ay I com
e

in?” A
nita opened the door. “W

hat do
you w

ant?” she said rudely. T
he pastor

asked, “W
hy do you hate G

od?”
“B

ecause he took m
y grandm

a.
Jesus w

anted G
randm

a to live w
ith

him
 in heaven. It’s not fair. S

he’s m
y

grandm
a and I m

iss her. N
ow

 M
om

m
y

cries and D
ad’s m

ad all the tim
e, and

everybody shouts at m
e.” T

he pastor
said, “S

om
e people die because their

bodies are sick. S
om

e people die
because they’re so old they need a rest
from

 this life. W
as that w

hy your
grandm

a died?”
“N

o it w
asn’t!” shouted A

nita. S
he

told the pastor about the day G
randm

a
had been standing on a stepladder and
had fallen and w

as found dead. H
e

said, “It w
as a tragic accident, but it

w
asn’t anyone’s fault. I don’t believe

it w
as G

od’s fault either. Terrible
things happen, and G

od is just as
upset about them

 as w
e are. W

hen
Jesus’friend Lazarus died, Jesus cried
because he w

as so upset.” A
nita stared at him

. “B
ut Jesus brought Lazarus

back to life again. W
hy couldn’t he do

that w
ith m

y grandm
a?” she asked.

“D
ying isn’t the end. Y

our grandm
a

is living in heaven. N
one of us know

s
exactly w

hat heaven w
ill be like, but

after Jesus died, he w
as seen alive by

his friends, in a different sort of w
ay.

H
e prom

ised that the real “us” w
ould

go on living. “D
eath is sad and

painful. Y
ou’re right to cry about how

aw
ful it is. T

ry to rem
em

ber that it’s
also aw

ful for G
od, and that all he

w
ants is to hug you and love you until

you feel better. D
o you think you can

let him
 to do that?” A

nita nodded.
“I’ll try,” she said. S

he got up to get
her m

other. S
he w

anted her m
om

 to
hear w

hat the pastor had to say,
because, although her pain w

as still
there, it didn’t feel quite so bad.

Q
uestions

W
hy w

as A
nita rude to the m

inister
w

hen he cam
e to the door?

W
hy w

as Jesus so sad about
Lazarus’death?
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C

om
plete this crossw

ord puzzle using the clues from
 today’s G

ospel story. R
ead

the clues, then fill in the squares below
 w

ith the answ
ers.
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B
elow

 are tw
o draw

ings from
 today’s G

ospel story. T
he bottom

 draw
ing has ten

differences from
 the top draw

ing. C
ircle each difference as you find it.

A
C

R
O

S
S

2. It w
as a cave, and a ___ w

as
lying against it.

5. Jesus w
as greatly disturbed in

spirit and deeply ___.

6. Jesus began to ___.

D
O

W
N

1. “D
id I not tell you that if you

___, you w
ould see the glory of

G
od?”

3. “C
ould not he w

ho ___ the
eyes of the blind m

an have kept
this m

an from
 dying?”

4. S
o the Jew

s said, “S
ee how

 he
___ him

!”
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W
o
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b
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U
nscram

ble each of the clue w
ords and w

rite the letters in the boxes. Take the
letters that appear in 

boxes and unscram
ble them

 for the final m
essage.
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W
hen M

ary cam
e to w

here Jesus w
as and saw

 him
, she

at his feet.


