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Fair Share
K

ey W
ord: P

overty

K
ey Verse: A

poor w
idow

 cam
e and put in tw

o sm
all copper coins, w

hich are w
orth a

penny. M
ark 12:42

E
very year the seven churches in the

sm
all tow

n got together to have a fes-
tival. T

here w
ould be all kinds of

w
onderful foods, carnival rides,

gam
es, and entertainm

ent. P
eople

from
 nearby tow

ns looked forw
ard to

com
ing to the festival and enjoying a

great tim
e.

T
he churches took all of the m

oney
they earned at the festival and split it
up so that each church got the sam

e
am

ount of m
oney, plus som

e m
oney

w
as saved back to start the festival the

next year. T
his m

ade everyone happy
for years and years.

O
ne fall, the planners had a new

m
em

ber. H
e did not think it w

as fair
that the churches all got the sam

e
am

ount of m
oney. “N

orth C
hurch has

only 40 m
em

bers and S
outh C

hurch
has 200.” E

ast C
hurch has 50 and

W
est C

hurch has 300. T
he bigger

churches should earn m
ore m

oney and
the sm

aller churches should earn
less,” he told the com

m
ittee.

E
veryone thought hard about this

before their next m
eeting. T

hey could
see w

hat he w
as saying m

ade sense, but at the sam
e tim

e it did not seem
right.

A
t the next m

eeting, M
rs. S

m
ith

stood up to speak. S
he w

as a very tiny
grandm

a w
ith w

hite, shiny hair and
sparkling eyes, and her voice w

as very
soft. “A

ll of these years, the people at
all seven churches have w

orked hard
to m

ake the festival successful. T
he

larger churches found it easy to find
people to do the w

ork, but the sm
aller

churches had to do the w
ork w

ith
few

er people. Like the story of the
w

idow
 w

ho gave her coins to the
church, those sm

all churches give all
they have to get the w

ork done.”
E

veryone clapped their hands and
sm

iled. T
hey knew

 in their hearts that
she w

as right and the rules stayed the
w

ay they alw
ays had been.

Q
uestions

W
hy did the new

 m
em

ber
w

ant to
change the festival rules?

W
hy is it easier

to give m
oney to

church if you are richer?
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ord from

 the three given and w
rite it on the blank.
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C

om
plete this crossw

ord puzzle using the clues from
 today’s G

ospel story.
R

ead the clues, then fill in the squares below
.
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B
elow

 are tw
o draw

ings from
 today’s G

ospel story. T
he bottom

 draw
ing has ten

differences from
 the top draw

ing. C
ircle each difference as you find it.

1.
Jesus told the crow

d to bew
are of the __________________. (v. 38)

LIO
N

S
S

C
R
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S
D

E
M

O
N

S

2.
T

hose m
en expected ______________________

w
hen they w

alked
around acting im

portant. (v. 38)
R

E
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P
E

C
T

FA
M

E
F

O
R

T
U

N
E

3.
Jesus sat dow

n and w
atched the crow

d putting 
________________

in the treasury. (v. 41)
P
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Y
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R
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N
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4.
Jesus noticed that a poor ______________

gave all she had. (v. 42)
O

R
P
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N
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W
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C
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E

5.
Jesus said that her offering w

as ______________________
than all

the rest because it w
as all she had. (v. 44)
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1. “Bew
are of the scribes, w

ho like to
w

alk around in long robes, and to be
greeted w

ith ___ in the m
arketplaces.”

(v. 38)
5. Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this
poor w

idow
 has put in m

ore than all
those w

ho are contributing to the
___.” (v. 43)
6. They w

ill receive the ___ 
condem

nation. (v. 40)

D
O

W
N

2. “But she out of her poverty has put
in ___ she had, all she had to live on.”
(v. 44)
3. A ___ w

idow
 cam

e and put in tw
o

sm
all copper coins. (v. 42)

4. “For all of them
 have contributed

out of their ___.” (v. 44)
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