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The Greatest Com
m
andm

ent
K

ey W
ord: D

isputing

K
ey Verse: Y

ou are not far from
 the kingdom

 of G
od. 
M

ark 12:34b

Jesus and his disciples had been
traveling all around the countryside.
Jesus had been teaching m

any people
in the sm

all tow
ns and villages. H

e
taught them

 about love and about tak-
ing care of each other.

T
he disciples w

ere excited about
com

ing into the city of Jerusalem
. It

seem
ed to them

 that w
ith so m

any
people there that Jesus w

ould be
alm

ost like a celebrity. T
hey thought

that he should be very excited about
going there, too. B

ut, it alm
ost seem

ed
as if Jesus w

as sad. T
he disciples did

not understand this.
W

hile in Jerusalem
, one of the

Jew
ish leaders tried to trap Jesus w

ith
a trick question. H

e asked Jesus to
pick w

hich one of the religious rules
w

as the best. Jesus answ
ered him

,
“T

he Lord our G
od is one. Y

ou shall
love the Lord your G

od w
ith all your

heart, all your soul, and all your m
ind, and all your strength.” H

e also said,
“Y

ou shall love your neighbor as
yourself.”

Jesus’w
isdom

 im
pressed the leader

w
ho had asked the question, as w

ell as
all those w

ho w
ere listening. In their

hearts they knew
 that w

hat he said
w

as true: G
od w

as the one true G
od

and he w
as to be w

orshiped and loved
above all things, com

pletely. T
hey

knew
, too, that if one does love G

od
the w

ay he should, he w
ould naturally

care for his neighbors, for they are
children of G

od, too.

Q
uestions

W
hat w

ere the disciples expecting in
Jerusalem

?

W
hy did the leader

ask Jesus the
question?
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U
nscram

ble the tiles to reveal a m
essage from

 today’s G
ospel story. E

ach tile has
the sam

e num
ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S

paces are
show

n as blanks on the letter tiles.
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H
ere are nineteen w

ords from
 today’s G

ospel story. S
om

e are printed across,
upside dow

n, backw
ard, or at an angle. C

ircle each w
ord as you find it. O

ne is
already done for you. H

ow
 m

any can you find?

M
a

z
e

In today’s G
ospel story, Jesus told a m

an that he w
as not very far from

 the
kingdom

 of G
od. In the m

aze below
 draw

 a path from
 the m

an to the glory of
G

od’s kingdom
 .
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