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Little John M
eets Jesus

K
ey W

ord: Indignant

K
ey Verse: Let the little children com

e to m
e; do not stop them

; for it is to such as these
that the K

ingdom
 of G

od belongs. 
M

ark 10:14b

John w
as the youngest of seven

brothers and sisters. H
e w

as short for
his age and very shy. O

ften he could
be seen hiding behind his m

other’s
skirts or his dad’s w

orkbench or even
behind his oldest brother’s knee.

A
t supper one night, his parents

w
ere discussing a m

an called Jesus
w

ho w
as to be speaking near the sea

to a gathering of people. John’s dad
really w

anted to go and so did his
m

om
. “B

ut w
hat w

ill w
e do w

ith the
children?” his m

om
 asked. “W

e w
ill

bring them
 along. T

hey are w
ell-

behaved and they w
ill listen to w

hat
Jesus is saying,” his dad answ

ered.
E

arly the next m
orning, they started

tow
ard the sea. T

hey could see m
any

other fam
ilies traveling tow

ard the
place w

here Jesus w
as expected to

speak. It w
as very crow

ded w
hen they

got there. John hid betw
een his

parents. H
e heard one of the m

en

there saying, “K
eep your children

over here, aw
ay from

 the crow
d.”

Just then John saw
 a very gentle

m
an place his hand on the shoulder of

the m
an w

ho w
as scolding the parents.

“Let the children com
e to m

e, do not
stop them

.” T
hen this gentle m

an
reached dow

n and lifted John up in his
arm

s. John w
as not afraid. H

e could
feel Jesus’love. Jesus continued,
“W

hoever does not receive the
kingdom

 of G
od as a little child w

ill
never enter it.” H

e sm
iled at John,

then he blessed John and his brothers
and sisters and his parents.

Q
uestions

W
hy did the disciples w

ant to keep
the children aw

ay?

W
hat does Jesus m

ean w
hen he says

w
e m

ust believe as children?
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Tw

enty w
ords of a verse from

 today’s G
ospel story are hidden in the puzzle

below
. C

ircle each w
ord as you find it. R

em
em

ber, they could go across, up,
dow

n, or diagonally. T
he first one is done for you.

C
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C

om
plete this crossw

ord puzzle using the clues from
 today’s G

ospel story.
R

ead the clues, then fill in the squares below
. 

P
ictu

re
 D

iffe
re

n
ce

s
B

elow
 are tw

o draw
ings from

 today’s G
ospel story. T

he bottom
 draw

ing has ten
differences from

 the top draw
ing. C

ircle each difference as you find it.
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2. Jesus said to bring the 
little ___.
5. Jesus holds the children
w

ith his ___.
7. T

he ___ spoke sternly.
8. T

he ___ help you live 
your life for G

od.

D
O

W
N

1. Jesus ___ the little
children.
3. A

ll the children ___ to
Jesus.
4. Jesus ___ everyone.
6. T

he ___ of G
od belongs 

to the children.


