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Short Story
K
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K
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hoever is not against us is for us. 
M

ark 9:40

D
enny w

as sm
all for his age. H

is
brothers and sisters picked on him
because he w

as m
uch sm

aller than
other children his age. H

is classm
ates

teased him
, too. T

hey w
ere alw

ays
calling him

 “S
hrim

p” or “H
alf-pint”

or “W
idget.” T

hese nam
es hurt his

feelings, but he pretended that they
didn’t. D

enny w
orked extra hard to be

a good student and he practiced hard
to be a fast runner and a good kicker
on the soccer team

. It did not m
atter in

soccer that he w
as tiny.

A
group of his classm

ates w
ere

alw
ays doing things that seem

ed
daring and brave at school. D

enny
never thought about the fact that w

hat
they w

ere doing w
as illegal or w

ould
hurt som

eone else. H
e only saw

 them
as being brave and bold and daring.

O
ne evening they asked D

enny to
com

e along w
ith them

. T
hey w

anted
him

 to com
e because they thought he

could fit through a w
indow

 at the
school and sneak out their teacher’s
bell that alw

ays sat on her desk. S
he

used the bell to call them
 in from

recess or to announce som
ething

special. S
he also used the bell w

hen
they w

ere loud in the afternoon, then

she w
ould add on extra hom

ew
ork

assignm
ents.

D
enny w

ent along. H
e squeezed

through the w
indow

 after they lifted
him

 up. H
e grabbed the bell, handed it

out the w
indow

, squeezed back
through, and jum

ped to the ground.
T

he group hid the bell in one boy’s
garage.

T
hat night D

enny dream
ed about his

S
unday school lesson. T

hey had read
about Jesus saying, “and if your foot
causes you to stum

ble, cut it off.” T
he

teacher explained that it m
eant that it

w
as hard to not sin, but w

e needed to
try really hard. W

hen D
enny w

oke up
he told his parents w

hat had
happened. T

hey took the bell in to the
teacher and apologized to her. D

enny
felt better about him

self.

Q
uestions

W
hy did D

enny feel different from
his classm

ates?

Jesus said w
e should not put

stum
bling blocks in front of others.

Is this w
hat D

enny’s classm
ates

w
ere doing?
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Jesus used the sym
bol of a cup of w

ater given in his nam
e to tell his follow

ers
to do good w

orks w
henever they can so they w

ould be m
ore like him

. D
raw

 a
path from

 the m
an to the cup of w

ater he is searching for.

W
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Tw
elve w

ords from
 today’s G

ospel story are hidden in the puzzle below
. S

om
e

are printed upside dow
n, backw

ards, or at an angle. O
ne is already done for

you. H
ow

 m
any can you find?

W
o

rd
 Ju

m
b

le
 

U
nscram

ble each w
ord from

 today’s G
ospel story. T

hen place the num
bered

letters in the boxes at the bottom
 to com

plete the special m
essage from

 the
lesson.
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