
22 22

A
n

sw
e
rs

C
o

p
yrig

h
t ©

C
S

S
 P

u
b

lish
in

g
 C

o
m

p
an

y, L
im

a, O
h

io

Today’s Gospel Story
is from

Jo
h

n
 6

:3
5

, 4
1

-5
1

B
51

Sim
on’s Shoes

K
ey W

ord: E
ternal

K
ey Verse: Jesus answ

ered them
, “D

o not com
plain am

ong yourselves.” 
John 6:43

F
or his birthday, S

im
on’s uncle

G
eorge gave him

 a pair of shoes.
S

im
on had been w

anting cleats. H
e

w
as sure uncle G

eorge w
ould get

them
. E

ven if it w
asn’t cleats, S

im
on

expected cross trainers. H
e lifted the

lid and looked inside. H
is face fell.

H
is m

other w
as saying, “C

om
e on,

S
im

on, try them
 on. S

ee how
 they fit.”

S
ince his uncle w

as standing there
grinning, S

im
on had to try them

 on.
T

hey fit perfectly. S
im

on w
ondered

w
hat excuse he could find for refusing

to w
ear them

.
“I thought you w

anted shoes,” his
m

other said, after his uncle had gone
hom

e. “Y
es, but not these! T

hey look
like dancing shoes,” cried S

im
on. H

is
m

other replied, “T
hey’re all the rage

in N
ew

 Y
ork, that’s w

hy he bought
them

.” S
im

on put the shoes aw
ay.

W
hen he w

ent to sum
m

er cam
p and

began to unpack, he saw
 his m

other
had packed the thin, rubber-soled
shoes. S

im
on tried to hide them

, but
the other boys w

ere laughing. S
im

on
w

as so em
barrassed.

Later, the cam
p leader took them

 all
on a hike. W

hile going through a
m

arshy field S
im

on fell into the w
ater.

H
e w

as soaked. W
hen they got back

to cam
p, the leader ordered S

im
on to

change his clothes and shoes. S
im

on

had to w
ear uncle G

eorge’s shoes. T
he

shoes w
ere really com

fortable. T
hey

fit so w
ell, S

im
on alm

ost forgot he
w

as w
earing them

. T
he next day they

w
ere hiking up a m

ountain and it w
as

easy at first, but it becam
e m

ore diffi-
cult. A

s they got near the top, loose
pebbles m

ade it really tricky.
E

veryone w
as sliding, unable to get a

grip on the rocky surface. E
veryone

except S
im

on.
S

im
on discovered that his new

shoes really gripped the surface. T
hey

w
ere so light, he w

as as nim
ble as a

m
ountain goat. W

hen one of his
friends slipped dow

n the m
ountain-

side, S
im

on didn’t hesitate. “I’ll go!”
he shouted. H

is friend had tw
isted an

ankle in the fall. S
im

on w
as able to

bring him
 safely to the top of the

m
ountain. “Y

ou’re a hero, S
im

on,”
said the leader. B

ut S
im

on w
as think-

ing of his uncle G
eorge. H

e w
ould

w
rite and tell him

 w
hat a fantastic

present the shoes had been.

Q
uestions

W
hy didn’t S

im
on like his new

shoes?

Jesus said, “D
o not com

plain am
ong

yourselves.” W
hat do you think he

m
eant by that?
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Le
tte

r T
ile

 N
a

m
e

U
nscram

ble the tiles to reveal a m
essage from

 today’s G
ospel story. E

ach tile
has the sam

e num
ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S

paces are
show

n as blanks on the letter tiles.
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C

om
plete this crossw

ord puzzle using the clues from
 today’s G

ospel story.
R

ead the clues, then fill in the squares below
 w

ith the answ
ers to the questions.

P
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 D

iffe
re

n
ce
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B
elow

 are tw
o draw

ings from
 today’s G

ospel story. T
here are ten differences in

these draw
ings. C

ircle each difference in the second draw
ing as you find it.
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1. The Jew
s began to ___ about Jesus.

4. ___ in Jesus and you w
ill never be thirsty.

6. The ___ w
rote the Old Testam

ent.
7. God w

ill raise each person on the last ___.
D

O
W

N
2. You are a descendant from

 your ___.
3. M

anna w
as eaten in the ___.

5. Jesus said he is the living ___.


