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Tony’s Experim
ent

K
ey W

ord: M
anna

K
ey Verse: H

e gave them
 bread from

 heaven to eat. 
John 6:31b

“M
om

,” Tony said, “C
ould w

e try
an experim

ent?” “W
hat sort of

experim
ent?” she asked. “W

ell,” said
Tony, “you’re alw

ays telling m
e I

have to eat foods because they’re
good for m

e. B
ut I w

on’t know
 that

for m
yself unless you let m

e eat things
that m

ight be bad for m
e and prove it!

Let m
e eat anything I like for six

m
onths, then if I’m

 ill or anything
happens I’ll go right back to eating all
the good foods and never com

plain
again. H

ow
 about that?” H

is m
other

frow
ned, but she nodded. “A

ll right,”
she said. “T

hat w
ill take us until

F
ebruary. W

e’ll just see w
hat

happens.”
Tony couldn’t believe his luck. H

e
w

as already planning his school
lunches. H

e’d have chips and cookies
and soda until they cam

e out of his
ears, and his friends w

ould be
envious. H

e started his experim
ent

im
m

ediately. H
e bought a huge bar of

chocolate and ate it all. H
e felt a little

sick afterw
ard, but he w

ashed it dow
n

w
ith a w

hole bottle of soda. H
e w

oke
up in the m

iddle of the night feeling
hungry, so he w

ent dow
nstairs and had

a bow
l of ice cream

.
A

nd so it w
ent. H

e w
as m

uch m
ore

hungry than he used to be, and he had
to eat a w

hole lot m
ore, but he really

enjoyed everything he w
as eating. H

e
could eat a w

hole a box of chocolates
all by him

self. H
e didn’t feel ill, but

he couldn’t run as m
uch. H

e had
stopped playing football and riding his
bike, but he played m

ore video gam
es.

In January, they had school pictures.
Tony alw

ays enjoyed them
 and it w

as
a nice gift to send to the grandparents.
H

e sat in front of the cam
era and

beam
ed. W

hen the pictures cam
e

back, Tony w
as horrified. H

e couldn’t
believe he w

as looking at him
self. H

is
face w

as huge and his eyes alm
ost

disappeared into it. H
e hadn’t noticed

he’d grow
n fat.

H
e didn’t show

 the pictures to his
m

other, but he quietly said to her,
“C

ould I have your sandw
iches for

lunch tom
orrow

, please?” S
he looked

at him
, and a sm

ile hovered around
the corners of her m

outh. S
he sim

ply
nodded. “O

f course you can,” she
said.

Q
uestions

W
hy did Tony w

ant to change w
hat

he w
as eating?

W
hat did Jesus tell the crow

d about
the m

anna in the w
ilderness?
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W
o

rd
 F

in
d

T
he w

ords of this B
ible verse are hidden in the puzzle. C

ircle each w
ord as

you find it. T
he first one is done for you.

M
a

z
e

T
he crow

d of people listening to Jesus’teaching m
ust cross the lake to join

him
 on the other side. F

ind the path through the w
ater they m

ust take, avoiding
the storm

s and other boats on the lake.

W
o

rd
 Ju

m
b

le
U

nscram
ble these w

ords found in today’s G
ospel story. T

hen place the num
bered

letters in the boxes at the bottom
 to com

plete the special m
essage from

 the lesson.
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