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ucks
K

ey W
ord: O

rphan

K
ey Verse: W

hen they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him
. 

M
ark 6:54

Jane’s m
other w

asn’t pleased. Jane
had brought hom

e another tiny kitten.
It w

as a dear little thing, but Jane’s
m

other didn’t w
ant another new

 kitten
in the house. Jane w

as alw
ays finding

lost kittens or injured birds w
ith bro-

ken w
ings, and once a duckling w

ith a
broken leg. Jane’s m

other liked ani-
m

als, but she w
asn’t a vet.

A
s far as Jane w

as concerned, the
im

portant thing w
as to love the ani-

m
als and feed them

. It w
as true that

the vet’s bills w
ere getting rather high,

but they needed to be healthy.
“I’m

 sorry,” Jane’s m
other said

firm
ly. “It’s a dear little kitten, but w

e
already have four anim

als in the house
and I just can’t cope w

ith any m
ore.

B
esides, anim

als are such a tie. W
e

haven’t been aw
ay on vacation for

three years and I feel so tired. Y
ou can

put a dog into a kennel, but how
 can

you ask anyone to com
e in and look

after baby kittens and sick goslings?”
Jane frow

ned. “I don’t w
ant to go

on vacation,” she replied. “I like it
here. I w

ould m
uch rather be looking

after m
y anim

als than w
asting tim

e on
vacations.” Jane’s m

om
 w

alked aw
ay,

but her face looked sad and very tired.
Jane suddenly felt selfish. U

ntil now
,

she had felt rather proud and virtuous,
as she’d helped all these anim

als.

P
erhaps she couldn’t go on helping

sick and dam
aged anim

als and birds,
expecting her m

om
 to take care of

them
. B

ut if she didn’t, w
ho w

ould
look after them

? S
he prayed about it,

then gathered up the kitten and slipped
out. S

he w
ent to her friend, A

m
y’s

house and spoke to A
m

y’s m
other.

T
hen she handed over the kitten and

w
ent hom

e.
W

hen Jane cam
e in her m

other said,
“I’m

 sorry, you can keep the kitten.
W

e’ll w
ork it out som

ehow
.” Jane ran

over and hugged her m
om

. “A
m

y’s
alw

ays w
anted a kitten and her m

om
said that it w

as okay so I gave it to
her. I’ll try to get a S

aturday job. T
hat

w
ay I can help pay for the anim

als w
e

have, and save a bit. I don’t expect I
could afford a vacation, but I could
save enough for us both to go out for
the day. W

hat do you think?”
Jane’s m

om
 hugged her. “I am

 lucky
to have a daughter like you,” she said,
“even if it does m

ean looking after
half a dozen anim

als all the tim
e as

w
ell!” A

nd they both laughed.

Q
uestions

W
hy did Jane’s m

om
 think she

needed a vacation?

W
hy did Jesus w

ant the disciples to
take tim

e to rest?
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Le
tte

r T
ile

 P
u

z
z

le
U

nscram
ble the tiles to reveal a m

essage from
 today’s G

ospel story. E
ach tile

has the sam
e num

ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S
paces are

show
n as blanks on the letters tiles.

W
o

rd
 F

in
d

 P
u

z
z

le
H

ere are 19 w
ords from

 today’s G
ospel story. S

om
e are printed upside dow

n,
backw

ards, or at an angle. O
ne is done for you. H

ow
 m

any others can you find?

P
ictu

re
 D

iffe
re

n
ce

s P
u

z
z

le
B

elow
 are tw

o draw
ings from

 today’s G
ospel story. T

here are 10 differences in
these draw

ings. H
ow

 m
any can you find? C

ircle each one as you find it.
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