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The Skateboarding Park
K

ey W
ord: W

ailing

K
ey Verse: F

or she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I w
ill be m

ade w
ell.” 
M

ark 5:28

In the evenings, the parking lot of the
local superm

arket w
as usually em

pty. It
w

as an open space w
ith a really sm

ooth
surface and a gentle slope dow

n to the
other side. It seem

ed to be m
ade for

skateboarding —
 or so K

endra and the
gang felt. B

ut the superm
arket m

anager
thought differently. W

henever he saw
the girls w

ith their skateboards, he’d
rush out of the store yelling, “G

et aw
ay

from
 here! You’ll injure som

eone on
those things. You’re dangerous.”

T
he girls tried to reason w

ith him
.

“W
e don’t w

ant to hurt anyone, w
e only

w
ant to have fun.” B

ut he w
ouldn’t lis-

ten. H
e just shouted and threatened to

call the police. W
hen the girls spotted a

squad car, they all fled.
T

hey tried to think of other places to
skateboard, but there just w

asn’t any-
w

here. Jenni had been to a tow
n w

ith a
skateboarding park, but it w

as far aw
ay. 

“It isn’t fair,” K
endra said w

hen she
reached hom

e. H
er m

om
 w

as reading
the paper, but K

endra kept grum
bling

until her M
om

 said, “D
on’t just keep

grum
bling! If you w

ant som
ething to

happen, get up and do som
ething!” T

hat
rem

inded K
endra of som

ething she had
heard at church. It w

as one of her
favorite stories. W

hen Jesus healed the
daughter of Jairus, Jesus had gone into
the girl’s room

 and said, “Little girl, get up!” A
nd the girl everyone thought w

as
dead, got up. “Little girl, get up!” w

ent
around and around in K

endra’s head.
S

he called the gang together and said,
“Let’s get our ow

n skateboarding park
built here!”

K
endra suggested talking to the

new
spapers and the m

ayor. S
oon they

all began to add suggestions. T
he

new
spaper w

as very interested, and the
girls even found them

selves on local
radio. A

w
ealthy businessm

an heard the
radio broadcast and phoned the city
council to say that if they’d locate a
site for a skateboarding park, he’d pay
to have it built. A

nd that’s exactly w
hat

happened. T
he follow

ing year there
w

as a skateboarding park in tow
n.

K
endra and her friends had a place to

play safely. “Little girl, get up!”
thought K

endra. “It really does w
ork!

W
ith G

od, you can do anything, even
w

hen you’re sm
all and unim

portant.”
S

he said a big thank you to G
od for

helping her m
ake her dream

 com
e true.

Q
uestions

W
hat gave K

endra the courage to
w

ork tow
ard getting a skateboard

park?

W
hy w

ere all of the people com
ing

to see Jesus? W
hat did they w

ant
him

 to do?
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C
hoose the correct w

ord from
 the three given and w

rite it on the blank.

Le
tte

r T
ile

 P
u

z
z

le
U

nscram
ble the tiles to reveal a m

essage from
 today’s G

ospel story. E
ach tile

has the sam
e num

ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S
paces

are show
n as blanks on the letter tiles.
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u
m
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rs

F
ill in the em

pty boxes w
ith letters that w

ill spell one of the w
ords in the list.
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1.
T

he girl’s father w
as nam

ed _________________________. (vs. 22)
JO

H
N

JA
M

E
S

JA
IR

U
S

2.
Jesus w

as im
m

ediately aw
are that ___________________________

had gone from
 him

. (vs. 30)
P

E
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P
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P
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W
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R
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3.
Jesus said, “D

o not fear, only 
_______________________.” (vs. 36)
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4.
Jesus told the w

om
an that her ______________________________

had m
ade her w

ell. (vs. 34)
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5.
B

efore Jesus healed the little girl, the people
___________________

at him
. (vs. 40)
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