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The D
ay O

f The Storm
K

ey W
ord: T

rust

K
ey Verse: H

e said to them
, “W

hy are you afraid? H
ave you still no faith?” 

M
ark 4:40

T
he first thing Jack saw

 in church
S

unday m
orning w

as a bright red octo-
pus. It seem

ed an odd anim
al to be in

church, but Jack w
as excited. S

urely
the preacher w

ould have an exciting
talk this m

orning. It w
as only a paper

octopus, but it filled Jack’s m
ind w

ith
thoughts of the sea and strange sea
creatures and coral reefs and snorkeling
and all those things you never usually
thought about in church. Jack im

agined
him

self at the bottom
 of the sea dressed

in a diving suit, w
hile the octopus

squirted Jack w
ith ink.

T
hen he heard, “W

ould the children
like to com

e up?” Jack w
as the first to

the front of the church. W
hen there

w
ere about a dozen children gathered

together, the preacher brought over the
bright red paper octopus. Jack noticed
he had in his hand m

ore sm
aller octo-

puses. “N
ow

 children,” the preacher
began, “do you know

 w
hat day this

is?” A
ll the children w

ere silent. “H
ave

w
e all forgotten?” the preacher asked

brightly. Jack w
ondered w

hether it w
as

O
ctopus S

unday, but he w
asn’t sure

w
hether there w

as such a thing. Jack
put up his hand and asked loudly, “Is it
O

ctopus S
unday?” 

T
he congregation laughed, but the

preacher looked angry. “You’re holding
it the w

rong w
ay,” he said. “T

his is a
flam

e,” he responded, im
patiently.

“Today is P
entecost, the church’s birth-

day. D
o you know

 w
hat happened at

the first P
entecost? W

e’ve just had the
story read to us.”

Jack hadn’t been listening to the
B

ible story, so he had no idea, but he
knew

 the preacher w
ould tell them

,
because that’s w

hat preachers alw
ays

did. H
e soon learned that on the first

day of P
entecost after Jesus had died,

the H
oly S

pirit had hovered over the
heads of each of the disciples, just like
tongues of flam

e. H
e also learned that

the preacher had spent a long tim
e cut-

ting out over a hundred tongues of
flam

e from
 bright red paper, and that

he w
asn’t very pleased w

hen Jack
thought they looked like octopuses. 

Jack prayed to G
od to m

ake every-
thing right and he som

ehow
 felt better.

It w
as as though he becam

e still and
calm

. T
he next w

eek he w
ent to church

and Jack apologized to the preacher.
“T

hat’s okay, Jack,” the preacher said,
“I learned a w

hole lot from
 last w

eek,
too.” A

nd he sm
iled at Jack. Inside his

head he w
hispered, “T

hank you, G
od.”

Q
uestions

W
hy w

asn’t Jack listening to the
readings? W

hat w
as he thinking

about?

W
hy w

ere the disciples afraid of the
storm

?
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C
om

plete this crossw
ord puzzle using the clues from

 today’s G
ospel story.

R
ead the clues. T

hen fill in the squares below
 w

ith the answ
ers.

P
ictu

re
 D

iffe
re

n
ce

s P
u

z
z

le
B

elow
 are tw

o draw
ings from

 today’s G
ospel story. T

here are 10 differences in
these draw

ings. H
ow

 m
any can you find? C

ircle each one as you find it.

A
C

R
O

S
S

2. Jesus asked, “W
hy are

you ___?” (vs. 40)
4. Jesus said to the sea,

“___ ! B
e still.” (vs. 39)

8. A
great ___ arose, and

the w
aves beat the

boat. (vs. 37)
9. T

hey left w
hen ___

had com
e. (vs. 35)

D
O

W
N

1. T
he w

ind ceased and
there w

as a dead ___.
(vs. 39)

3. Jesus w
oke up and

___ the w
ind. (vs. 39)

5. Jesus w
as in the stern

asleep on the ___. (vs.
38)

6. T
he boat w

as already
being ___. (vs. 37)

7. T
hey w

ere filled w
ith

great ___. (vs. 41)
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M
atch the letters to the num

bers under each box to reveal a m
essage from

today’s G
ospel story.
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