
22 22

A
n

sw
e
rs

C
o

p
yrig

h
t ©

C
S

S
 P

u
b

lish
in

g
 C

o
m

p
an

y, L
im

a, O
h

io

Today’s Gospel Story
is from

M
a

rk
 4

:2
6

-3
4

B
43

Spreading H
appiness

K
ey W

ord: S
trength

K
ey Verse: It is like a m

ustard seed, w
hich, w

hen sow
n upon the ground, is the sm

allest
of all the seeds on earth…

 
M

ark 4:31

W
hen D

arren w
as born he w

eighed
just over four pounds. T

hat is really
sm

all for a baby. H
e had to stay in the

hospital after his m
other cam

e hom
e

so he could grow
 stronger. A

ll of the
nurses gave him

 special attention and
he w

as a very happy baby. H
is parents

took very special care of him
.

H
e grew

 slow
ly as a little boy, but

he w
as alw

ays happy and friendly.
E

veryone around him
 w

as m
ade hap-

pier just to be near him
. H

e w
ould tell

w
onderful stories, or draw

 beautiful
pictures, or w

rite funny poem
s; shar-

ing his talents w
ith others alw

ays
m

ade them
 happy, and it m

ade him
feel good, too.

D
arren studied hard and he got a

full scholarship to the university he
w

anted to attend. H
e becam

e a w
riter

and published m
any books during his

lifetim
e, for fam

ilies to share.

D
arren never did get very tall, but

his talents grew
 and blossom

ed so
m

uch that no one even thought about
how

 he looked. T
hey only knew

 that
w

hat he w
rote m

ade them
 feel happy

and w
arm

 and loved. H
e said he m

ight
be tiny like a m

ustard seed that grow
s

into the greatest of all plants, spread-
ing out its branches so the birds can
m

ake nests.
D

arren’s stories and pictures spread
happiness into the hearts of all those
w

ho read his stories. H
e m

ay have
been sm

all, but his gifts w
ere very

grand.

Q
uestions

W
hat did D

arren do to share his 
talents?

D
id Jesus’disciples alw

ays under-
stand his stories?
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W
o

rd
 F

in
d

 P
u

z
z

le
H

ere are 19 w
ords from

 today’s G
ospel story. S

om
e are printed upside dow

n,
backw

ards, or at an angle. O
ne is done for you. H

ow
 m

any can you find?

W
o

rd
 S

cra
m

b
le

 P
u

z
z

le
U

nscram
ble each of the clue w

ords and w
rite the letters in the boxes. Take the

letters that appear in 
boxes and unscram

ble them
 for the final m

essage.

F
ill In

 T
h

e
 S

p
a

ce
 P

u
z

z
le

P
lace one letter of the alphabet in the blank space to m

ake a w
ord from

 today’s
G

ospel story. W
ords are at least 4 letters long. U

se each alphabet letter only
once. W

e have included an alphabet chart to m
ark off the letters as you use

them
. Tw

o have already been done for you.
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