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The Prayer D
iary

K
ey W

ord: P
rotect

K
ey Verse: A

s you have sent m
e into the w

orld, so I have sent them
 into the w

orld. 
John 17:18

S
am

m
y w

asn’t very good at prayer.
H

e thought it w
as a w

aste of tim
e, but

w
hen things w

ent w
rong, he found

him
self praying. H

e w
asn’t sure that

G
od ever heard his prayers. S

am
m

y’s
parents had taught him

 a prayer that
began, “G

entle Jesus, m
eek and m

ild,”
and ended, “G

od bless M
om

m
y and

D
addy and m

e and m
ake m

e a good
boy.” S

am
m

y thought that prayer w
as

just sad.
S

am
m

y had started confirm
ation

classes at church and they w
ere fun.

A
t the end of the first class, the leader

lit a sm
all candle. S

he invited every-
one to look at the candle and open
them

selves to G
od. S

am
m

y stared at
the candle, and his m

ind began to
relax. H

e found him
self thinking

about his granny w
ho w

as so old there
w

as alw
ays som

ething w
rong w

ith
her. H

e asked G
od to bless her. H

e
w

as sorry w
hen the class ended and

the candle w
as blow

n out.
T

he next w
eek, the teacher brought

bubbles. S
he rem

inded them
 of the

story of N
oah and the flood and how

G
od put a rainbow

 in the sky as a sign
that he w

ould alw
ays be around. S

he
show

ed them
 how

 every bubble con-
tained a rainbow

, and asked them
 to

visually attach their prayers to the
bubbles. S

he said, “A
s the bubbles

burst, know
 that your prayer is heard.”

F
or the first tim

e, S
am

m
y felt that his

prayers w
ere heard by G

od. It felt so
different from

 before.
T

he teacher suggested they keep a
prayer diary. S

am
m

y didn’t tell his
friends, but he w

rote the date, the
tim

e, and the nam
es of everyone w

ho
he thought about. S

om
etim

es all by
itself, his m

ind w
ould say, “I love you,

G
od, help m

y unlove,” in rhythm
 w

ith
his footsteps. H

e w
rote it all dow

n in
his diary. A

t the end of the class he
read back through the diary. H

e
thought, “W

hen I grow
 up I’m

 going
to w

ork for Jesus.” H
e had no idea

how
 that thought happened, but he

realized it had becom
e real. It w

asn’t
just him

 saying things to G
od, G

od
w

as saying things to him
 as w

ell!
P

rayer becam
e a w

onderful experi-
ence for S

am
m

y. S
om

etim
es it w

as
easy, som

etim
es it w

as hard, but no
m

atter w
hat he did, he couldn’t help

praying. H
e gave his w

hole life into
G

od’s hands and he had a deep peace.

Q
uestions

H
ave you ever

tried keeping a
prayer

diary? C
ould you try?

W
hat does Jesus pray for

in today’s
scriptures?
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W
o

rd
 S

cra
m

b
le

 P
u

z
z

le
U

nscram
ble each of the clue w

ords and w
rite the letters in the boxes. Take the

letters that appear in the 
boxes and unscram

ble them
 for the secret w

ord.

Le
tte

r T
ile

 P
u

z
z

le
U

nscram
ble the tiles to reveal a m

essage from
 today’s G

ospel story. E
ach tile

has the sam
e num

ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S
paces are

show
n as blanks on the letter tiles.

W
o

rd
 F

in
d

 P
u

z
z

le
U

sing the w
ord list, see how

 m
any w

ords you can find in the puzzle below
 and

circle them
. T

he w
ords are from

 today’s G
ospel story, John 17:6-19. R

em
em

ber,
they could go across, up, dow

n, or diagonally. T
he first one is done for you.
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