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John’s Special Sum
m
er

K
ey W

ord: F
riends

V
erse: A

s the F
ather has loved m

e, so I have loved you…
 

John 15:9a

John w
anted to be splashing and

playing in the w
ater w

ith his friends in
the pool, but he w

as terrified.  H
e did-

n’t know
 w

hy he w
as afraid of w

ater;
he only knew

 that as soon as he felt
the w

ater he w
ent rigid w

ith fear. H
e

had tried to learn to sw
im

, but he just
couldn’t do it.

John had given up. M
andy got out

of the pool and sat beside him
. “I sup-

pose you’re going to tell m
e how

w
onderful it is and try to drag m

e in,”
John said nastily. M

andy sim
ply said,

“N
o, I just thought I’d sit here w

ith
you for a w

hile.” S
oon John realized

M
andy didn’t w

ant anything from
him

, and w
as just content to be there.

W
hen all the others w

ent hom
e,

M
andy said, “I’ll teach you to sw

im
,

if you like.” John w
as angry that

M
andy knew

 his secret and he w
as

still terrified of going near the w
ater.

“N
o thanks,” he said.
S

he seem
ed so sure of herself that

he took courage and allow
ed him

self
to go into the w

ater up to his chest.
A

fter that, he and M
andy w

ent to
the pool every evening w

hen no one

else w
as there. It took the w

hole sum
-

m
er before he could lift one foot off

the bottom
 of the pool. M

andy w
as

patient. E
ventually John m

anaged to
sw

im
 tw

o strokes and in another day
or tw

o he found him
self sw

im
m

ing
across the pool. H

e w
as thrilled.

Y
ears later, w

hen John w
as grow

n
up, he thought about the sum

m
er he

learned to sw
im

. H
e thought, “M

andy
gave herself to m

e for the w
hole sum

-
m

er and asked for nothing in return. I
bet that’s w

hat Jesus m
eant w

hen he
talked about love. T

hat’s the sort of
love I w

ant to offer people, love
w

hich is patient and gentle and kind,
and asks nothing in return. T

hat sort
of love leads to terrific joy.”

Q
uestions

W
hy w

as John afraid of letting
M

andy teach him
 to sw

im
?

Jesus talks about friendship in
today’s reading. W

hat do you think
m

akes a person a true friend?

m
y

fr
i
e
n
d
s
 a

r
e

s
pe

c
i
a
l!
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W
rite each num

bered letter in the order they are given on the corresponding
blanks below

 to reveal a m
essage from

 today’s G
ospel story.
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F
ill in the em

pty spaces w
ith letters that w

ill spell one of the w
ords at the left.

P
ictu

re
 D

iffe
re

n
ce

s P
u

z
z

le
B

elow
 are tw

o draw
ings. T

here are ten differences in these draw
ings. H

ow
m

any can you find? C
ircle the differences as you find them

.
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