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The Surprise Garden
K

ey W
ord: B

ranch

K
ey Verse: Y

ou have already been cleansed by the w
ord that I have spoken to you. 

John 15:3

A
dam

 w
as alw

ays helpful to his
parents. H

e w
as also very helpful to

his neighbors. H
e w

ould help them
w

eed their gardens, or m
ow

 their
law

ns. H
e w

ould help rake leaves or
shovel snow

. M
ost of all, though, he

liked to visit w
ith them

 and hear the
stories they told him

 of w
hen they

w
ere younger. A

dam
 w

anted to be a
w

riter w
hen he grew

 up and he knew
that the stories he heard w

ould help
him

 w
rite great books. M

rs. Leon
alw

ays had the best stories.
T

hat w
inter, M

rs. Leon fell and
broke her hip. S

he had to be in the
hospital a long tim

e. A
dam

 w
ent to

visit her as m
uch as he could. D

uring
this tim

e, M
rs. Leon told him

 about
the gardens she used to grow

. S
he told

him
 about the flow

ers and the vegeta-
bles. S

he told him
 about the prizes she

had w
on at the fairs and other com

pe-
titions. S

he seem
ed sad that she w

ould
never have a garden again.

A
dam

 got a w
onderful idea. H

e
talked w

ith his parents and told them
about w

hat he w
anted to do. T

hey
thought his ideas w

ere great, and they
agreed to help him

 w
ith his project.

M
rs. Leon cam

e hom
e from

 the hos-
pital early in M

ay. W
hen she got out

of the car w
ith her w

alker she could
not believe w

hat she saw
. W

ith his
parents’help, A

dam
 had planted beau-

tiful flow
ers all along her w

alkw
ay

and around the porch. In the back yard
he had planted a very decorative veg-
etable garden w

ith flow
ers all around

the edges. H
e had prom

ised to w
eed

and care for the garden and both M
rs.

Leon and A
dam

’s fam
ily could share

the fresh vegetables and the flow
ers.

M
rs. Leon w

as very pleased. S
he

gave A
dam

 a big hug. S
he told A

dam
she could see that G

od w
as w

orking
through A

dam
’s good deeds. It w

as a
great sum

m
er for them

 all.

Q
uestions

W
hy did A

dam
 enjoy listening to his

neighbors’stories?

Jesus said he w
as the vine and w

e
are his branches; w

hat do you think
that m

eans?
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H

ere are tw
elve w

ords hidden in the puzzle below
. E

ach w
ord is a nam

e of a
fruit. S

om
e are printed upside dow

n, backw
ards, or at an angle. S

ee how
 m

any
you can find. T

he first one is done for you.

W
o

rd
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m
b

le
 P

u
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z
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U
njum

ble each of the clue w
ords and w

rite the letters in the boxes.

H
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Today’s G

ospel story talked about fruit. W
e hid som

e fruit in the picture below
.

C
an you find a banana, tw

o cherries, an orange, a pear, a pineapple, an apple,
and a straw

berry? C
ircle them

 as you find them
.
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