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The Butterfly
K

ey W
ord: N

ew
ness

K
ey Verse: T

hen he opened their m
inds to understand the scriptures. 

L
uke 24:45

Last w
eek T

helm
a stayed w

ith her
grandparents. S

he had a w
onderful

tim
e w

ith them
. H

er grandparents had
taken her for a long w

alk in the w
oods,

and she had held her G
randpa’s hand as

he had show
n her hidden bird’s nests,

concealed fox holes, and lots of rabbit
burrow

s. F
or T

helm
a, w

ho lived in the
city, it opened up a w

hole new
 w

orld.
S

he w
as so happy that she danced and

sang all the w
ay back to the house. 

M
om

 cam
e to pick her up. T

helm
a

had run straight to her, to tell her all
about the day. T

he car roared off, and
by the tim

e T
helm

a turned around to
w

ave to G
ranny and G

randpa, they’d
gone indoors. “N

ever m
ind, dear,”

T
helm

a’s m
om

 said. “G
ranny and

G
randpa say you can go and stay w

ith
them

 for a w
hole w

eek during the next
school break, if you w

ant.”
T

hat w
as such good new

s that
T

helm
a stopped w

orrying about not
saying goodbye. S

he prom
ised herself

she’d w
rite a letter and draw

 a picture
for G

ranny and G
randpa to say thank

you for a great tim
e. B

ut just a day
later, T

helm
a heard her m

om
 scream

w
hen she answ

ered the phone. T
helm

a
rushed over, in fear. H

er m
om

 said that
G

randpa had died suddenly. T
helm

a
felt hollow

 inside, and there w
as a

funny kind of pain. S
he cried and cried.

“I didn’t say goodbye to G
randpa, and

I didn’t thank him
. I w

ish I had.” 

A
t the funeral, T

helm
a heard the pas-

tor talk about “hope” and “new
 life.”

Just then, T
helm

a spotted a butterfly
fluttering gently on T

helm
a’s favorite

stained glass w
indow

. It had the m
ost

beautiful colors T
helm

a had ever seen.
“T

hat’s G
randpa!” thought T

helm
a.

P
art of her w

as aw
are it w

as only a
butterfly, but as she w

atched it,
T

helm
a’s heart lifted. N

o one else
seem

ed to have noticed it, and T
helm

a
felt it w

as hers alone. “G
oodbye

G
randpa,” she w

hispered, and the but-
terfly fluttered on T

helm
a’s w

indow
,

just as though it had heard her.
T

helm
a still m

issed her G
randpa, and

it still hurt inside her, but som
ehow

 it
w

as different now
. W

henever she felt
sad there w

as nearly alw
ays a butterfly

nearby. T
helm

a knew
 that her G

randpa
w

as alive in a different dim
ension, just

like Jesus, and that m
ade even the pain

seem
 easier. Q

uestions
W

hat did T
helm

a w
ish she had

done?

W
hy w

ere Jesus’disciples fright-
ened of him

?
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W
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 F
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d
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H

ere are thirteen w
ords from

 today’s G
ospel story. S

om
e are printed upside

dow
n, backw

ards, or at an angle. O
ne is done for you. H

ow
 m

any can you find?

W
o

rd
 C

ircu
s P

u
z

z
le

A
phrase from

 today’s G
ospel story is encircled below

. W
rite each letter as you

com
e to it on the lines below

 to disclose the m
essage. S

tart at the arrow
.

P
ictu

re
 D

iffe
re

n
ce

s P
u

z
z

le
B

elow
 are tw

o draw
ings. T

here are ten differences in these draw
ings. H

ow
m

any can you find? C
ircle the differences as you find them

. 
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