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Today’s Gospel Story
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n
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-2
8

Lone Star
K

ey W
ord: Leader

K
ey Verse: I am

 the voice of one crying out in the w
ilderness.... 

John 1:22b

Lone S
tar planted his front paw

s
firm

ly on the rock at the top of the
hill, opened his m

outh, and how
led

loud and long. T
he hum

ans w
ho lived

at the foot of the hill shivered, and
locked the doors and w

indow
s m

ore
securely. T

he cry of the w
olf spelled

danger to them
. B

ut the w
olf pack

snuggled dow
n contentedly know

ing
that Lone S

tar w
as looking out for

them
. T

here w
as only one response to

Lone S
tar. A

faint w
olf echo returned

to him
 from

 a distant peak. Lone S
tar

relaxed a little. T
hey w

ere alone in the
hills, so the pack w

as safe for the
m

om
ent.

Lone S
tar had a difficult job. H

e
had to be alert for signs of danger to
the pack. H

e had often saved the pack
from

 enem
ies. H

e w
as regarded by the

w
hole pack as one of their brightest

stars, but it w
as a lonely job. E

ven dur-
ing the day Lone S

tar w
as tuned for

any sign of danger, so that his senses
w

ere now
 highly coordinated. O

ne day
the elders approached him

. “Lone S
tar,

you’ve proved your w
orth,” they

began. “A
ll the youngsters adm

ire and
love you, you’ve kept us together, and
free from

 danger. W
e w

ant you to be
our leader. W

hat do you say?” 
Lone S

tar shook his gray head.
“I’m

 not your leader. I’m
 here to m

ake

everything ready for the new
 leader.

I’ve been chosen to protect the pack,
to teach the young cubs the right w

ays,
and to keep a proper lookout. A

nother
w

olf is com
ing very soon. W

hen he
appears you’ll all recognize him

, he’ll
be like a silver cloud.”

T
he next night, Lone S

tar took up
his position and how

led. T
his tim

e his
cry w

as answ
ered. Lone S

tar scanned
the skyline and spotted the outline of a
single w

olf. Lone S
tar felt a strange

excitem
ent. H

e how
led again, and w

as
answ

ered by the stranger, this tim
e a

little nearer. Lone S
tar directed the

stranger closer tow
ard the pack. T

he
new

 w
olf em

erged in the clearing, and
as he stood silently in the m

oonlight
his coat shone like silver. Lone S

tar
had never seen any w

olf so beautiful.
H

e knew
 instinctively this w

as the new
leader. Lone S

tar offered the stranger
the leadership position. A

s he did so,
Lone S

tar felt joy and happiness
inside. Lone S

tar knew
 his job w

as
over. “S

ilver C
loud!” he breathed. H

e
knew

 they w
ould follow

 this w
olf

alw
ays.

Q
uestions

W
ho does John say w

e are to pre-
pare for?

W
hat w

as Lone S
tar’s real job?
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F
ill in this crossw

ord using clues from
 today’s G

ospel story.
M

a
z

e
Jesus is going to find John the B

aptizer to be baptized. T
here are som

e obsta-
cles in the w

ay. W
ith a pencil draw

 a path from
 Jesus to w

here John is baptizing
people in the Jordan R

iver.

Le
tte

r T
ile

 P
u

z
z

le
U

nscram
ble the tiles to reveal a m

essage from
 today’s G

ospel story. E
ach tile

has the sam
e num

ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S
paces

are show
n as blanks in the letter tiles.

ACROSS
2. They asked him

, “W
hy then

are you ___?” (vs. 25)
3. This took place in Bethany
across the ___. (vs. 28)
4. W

ho John is talking about in
vs. 27.
6. John cam

e as a ___. (vs. 7)
8. He cam

e to testify to the ___.
(vs. 7)

DOW
N

1. His voice cried out in the ___.
(vs. 23)
2. John cam

e to testify so that
all m

ight ___. (vs. 7)
3. A m

an sent from
 God. (vs. 6)

5. John confessed, “I am
 not the

___.” (vs. 20)
7. In vs. 23, John quoted the
prophet ___.
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