
22 22

A
n

sw
e
rs

C
o

p
yrig

h
t ©

C
S

S
 P

u
b

lish
in

g
 C

o
m

p
an

y, L
im

a, O
h

io

Today’s Gospel Story
is from

Jo
h

n
 2

0
:1

-1
8

B
28

The Parable O
f Bam

boo
K

ey W
ord: H

ollow

K
ey Verse: T

hen the other disciple, w
ho reached the tom

b first, also w
ent in, and he saw

and believed. John 20:8

In the heart of a kingdom
 lay a beau-

tiful garden. T
he m

ost beautiful and
beloved to the m

aster of the garden
w

as the splendid and noble B
am

boo.
E

very year, B
am

boo grew
 m

ore beauti-
ful and gracious. H

e w
as conscious of

his m
aster’s love, yet he w

as m
odest

and gentle. W
hen W

ind cam
e to revel

in the garden, B
am

boo w
ould dance

and sw
ay, tossing and leaping. H

e
delighted his m

aster’s heart.
O

ne day the m
aster spoke: “B

am
boo,

I w
ould use you.” B

am
boo flung his

head to the sky in delight. H
e w

ould
now

 find his destiny. “M
aster, I am

ready, use m
e as you w

ant.”
“B

am
boo,” the m

aster’s voice w
as

sad, “I w
ould be obliged to take you

and cut you dow
n.” H

orror shook
B

am
boo, “C

ut …
 m

e …
 dow

n? M
e

w
hom

 you have m
ade the m

ost beauti-
ful in all your garden? U

se m
e for your

joy, M
aster, but don’t cut m

e dow
n.”

“B
eloved B

am
boo,” the m

aster said, “if
I do not cut you, I cannot use you.” 

B
am

boo slow
ly bent his proud, glori-

ous head. “M
aster, if you cannot use

m
e unless you cut m

e dow
n, then do

your w
ill,” he w

hispered. T
he m

aster
said, “B

am
boo, beloved B

am
boo, I

w
ould cut your leaves and branches

also. If I do not cut them
 aw

ay, I can-
not use you.” B

am
boo shivered,

“M
aster, cut aw

ay.”  “B
am

boo, I w
ould

divide you in tw
o and hollow

 you out,
for if I do not, I cannot use you,” said
the m

aster. “M
aster, then cut and

divide,” w
hispered B

am
boo.

S
o the m

aster of the garden took
B

am
boo and cut him

 dow
n. H

e hacked
off his branches, stripped his leaves,
and divided him

 in tw
o. H

e hollow
ed

him
 out, and lifting him

 gently, carried
him

 to w
here there w

as a spring of
fresh w

ater in the m
idst of the m

aster’s
dry fields. P

utting one end of broken
B

am
boo into the spring and the other

end into the w
ater channel in the field,

the m
aster gently laid dow

n his
beloved B

am
boo. T

he sparkling w
ater

raced joyously dow
n the channel of

B
am

boo’s body into the w
aiting fields.

T
he rice w

as planted and the days w
ent

by. S
hoots grew

. T
he harvest cam

e.
B

am
boo, then, becam

e m
ore glorious.

In his beauty he w
as life abundant, in

his brokenness he becam
e a channel of

abundant life to his m
aster’s w

orld.

Q
uestions

H
ow

 did B
am

boo help his m
aster

grow
 rice?

W
hat did the disciples think w

hen
they saw

 that Jesus w
as gone from

the tom
b? 
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H

ere are thirteen w
ords from

 today’s G
ospel story. S

om
e are printed upside

dow
n, backw

ards, or at an angle. O
ne is done for you. H

ow
 m

any can you find?

M
a

z
e
 

M
ary has exciting new

s to tell the disciples. H
elp her find her w

ay through the
m

aze to the disciples by draw
ing a line from

 M
ary to the disciples.
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H
ow

 m
any butterflies can you find in this G

ospel story picture? W
e found ten.
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 (v. 13).
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