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Preparing W
ell

K
ey W

ord: P
repare

K
ey Verse: ... repent, and believe in the good new

s. 
M

ark 1:15b

Z
ebedee w

as nervous. H
e had been

chosen to sing a solo in church w
ith

the adult choir. H
e knew

 all the w
ords,

and all the notes, but he w
as still nerv-

ous. H
e practiced the song over and

over. H
e w

anted it to be just right.
A

fter all, he w
asn’t just singing for his

parents, or his friends, or his church
fam

ily, he w
as singing to praise Jesus!

A
t practice on W

ednesday before
the song w

as scheduled, Z
eb stood up

to sing and his voice cracked a bit.
T

hen he got really scared. W
hat if he

cracked at church on S
unday? W

hat if
he forgot the w

ords? W
hat if he

tripped going up to stand w
ith the

choir? W
hat if...?

B
y the tim

e he had brushed his
teeth and gotten into bed that night he
had convinced him

self that som
eone

else w
ould do a better job and he

should back out. H
e called to his

m
om

. “M
om

, com
e here, please. I

need to talk to you!” he shouted. H
is

m
om

 listened carefully and quietly as

he told her about his fears. W
hen he

finished she leaned over and kissed
his forehead.

“Z
eb,” she said, “the choir director

chose you. S
he knew

 you w
ere right

for the song. Y
our voice is right for it,

but m
ore im

portantly, you sing it from
your heart. Y

ou truly are praising
Jesus w

ith the gift he has given you.
N

ow
, close your eyes, take a deep

breath, and say your prayers. Y
ou w

ill
be fine on S

unday. Jesus w
ill be help-

ing you.”
M

om
 w

as right. Z
ebedee sang

beautifully and the congregation w
as

full of joy and praise because of the
beautiful m

usic. H
e had prepared and

prayed w
ell.Q

uestions

W
hat m

ade Z
eb so frightened?

H
ow

 w
as Jesus tested in the desert?
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F
ill in the blanks using the clues from

 today’s G
ospel story.

P
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In the G

ospel story pictures below
 there are 10 differences. C

ircle each one as
you find it.
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U

nscram
ble the tiles to reveal a m

essage from
 today’s G

ospel story. E
ach tile

has the sam
e num

ber of characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). S
paces

are show
n as blanks in the letter tiles.
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ACROSS
2. Jesus w

as ___ the good
new

s. (vs. 14)
4. Jesus cam

e from
 ___.

(vs. 9)
7. Jesus w

as ___ by Satan.
(vs. 13)
9. You are m

y son, the ___.
(vs. 11)

DOW
N

1. Jesus w
as baptized in

the ___ River. (vs. 9)
3. The Spirit ___ from

 the
heavens. (vs. 10)
5. John w

as ___. (vs. 14)
6. Repent and ___ in the
good new

s. (vs. 15)
8. Jesus w

as in the w
ilder-

ness for ___ days. (vs. 13)
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